Lansing Unleashed eNews:  February 15, 2005
Hello, Friends of Greater Lansing Dog Parks:  

Welcome to our February 2005 eNewsletter issue.  In this eNewsletter:  

1.  2004 Year In Review
2.  Spring Craft Show on Saturday, March 5 at Gier Community Center
3.  Pugs in Green: St. Pugtrick Day Celebration on Saturday, March 12 at Petco
4.  Strategic Planning Session on Saturday, February 26
5.  Welcome to New and Renewing Members

6.  Getting Your Dog Ready For The Dog Park

1.  2004 Year In Review:   2004 has been a banner year for our all volunteer, nonprofit organization established to create a public, off leash dog park for the greater Lansing area. At our January 24 General Membership Meeting, we reviewed our 2004 accomplishments and announced the results of our fundraising, membership and activity goals for the year just ended!  We are sure you will be delighted with the progress we have made.  Check out our website at   http://www.lansingdogparks.com/#2004 for the 2004 Year In Review information.

2.  Spring Craft Show on Saturday, March 5 at Gier Community Center:  Our elves have been busy creating wonderful dog themed ornaments; and it is never too early to buy Christmas presents for your dog loving friends and family.  Our group will be selling doggie ornaments, handmade bandanas and attractive jewelry items (for humans) to raise funds for fencing of our park.  Join us at the Lansing Parks and Recreation Spring Craft Show from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Saturday, March 5 at Gier Community Center, 2400 Hall Street, Lansing.  
3.  Pugs in Green: St. Pugtrick Day Celebration on Saturday March 12 at Petco:  The Capital Area Pug Group is holding a St. Pugtrick Day party at 2 p.m. on Saturday, March 12 at Petco in Frandor.  There will be plenty of games, prizes and refreshments. The event is being held just for fun and to raise funds for Friends of Greater Lansing Dog Parks.  All Pugs and Pug Imposters are welcome.  Please plan to join us for the wearing of the green and some pugilishous fun.
4.  Strategic Planning Session on Saturday, February 26, 2005: Members of the Friends of Greater Lansing Dog Parks Board and others will convene for an all day session on Saturday, February 26 to celebrate our 2004 accomplishments and to plan new fundraising, membership and activity goals for this year.  We will also be discussing more detailed site planning and management and control issues (e.g., rules) in operation of the park.  We invite all dog park members to join us as we identify ways to raise the funds needed to open our dog park in 2006.  If you are interested in being involved in this planning day for 2005, please contact Ellen Sullivan, FGLDP President, at mellivan@msn.com  or 517-484-7417 for details regarding the meeting.  
5.  Welcome to New and Renewing Members:  We are pleased to welcome the following new and renewing members to our group:  Monica Terrell, Jennifer Frank, Brian Hoort, Suzanne Batch, Eric Weston, Karen DeShon, Pennie Howard, Dee King, Murdock Jemerson and Linda Meyer.  Becoming a member is one way to demonstrate community support for the dog park.  Recruit a friend to become a member and visit our secure online membership page: https://app.etapestry.com/hosted/FriendsofGreaterLansingDog/OnlineGiving.html 
6.  Getting Ready for the Dog Park, A Continuing Series: This is our continuing series in which we cover tips and topics about understanding dog behavior at the dog park. 

 Thanks to our friends at ROMP (Responsible Owners of Mannerly Pets) we have learned that education and information make a world of difference in the success of a dog park.  So here are some more basics related to predatory behaviors and how to manage them.

Bullying, incessant barking and pestering are behaviors that trigger conflict.  Some dogs like to bully other dogs.  If your dog is one of these types leash up and move to another area in the park.  Remember, our future dog park will have plenty of room.  If your dog persists in bullying other dogs, leave the dog park.  Sooner or later your dog will learn this behavior ends the outing and spoils the fun.

Incessant barking and pestering of other dogs is rude.  This kind of attention getting behavior can make the other dog or dogs become annoyed or anxious.  This can escalate to a more serious encounter.  Always call off your dog and move away.  
In general, we encourage you to try not to overreact to rambunctious play but do not be afraid to speak up if you are concerned.  The experienced dog park folks at ROMP suggest saying it this way:  This isn’t working for me and my dog.  Please call your dog away.  
--------------------------------------------------------
That is all for now.  Woof!  Stay in touch through our web site at:  www.lansingunleashed.com
_________________________________________________

Our organization does most of its direct mail communication via email to save on postage costs.  Email addresses are used for information on dog parks and dog related events and are not shared with third parties.  Paid members without email access will receive mailings through the U.S. Postal Service.

To unsubscribe from Lansing Unleashed eNews, send an email to info@lansingdogparks.com with UNSUBSCRIBE in the subject line.  
