Lansing Unleashed eNews:  January 14, 2005
Hello, Friends of Greater Lansing Dog Parks:  

Welcome to our January 2005 eNewsletter issue.  In this eNewsletter:  

1.  Still Time to Buy Quilt Raffle Tickets at Petco
2.  Annual Meeting at 7:30 p.m. on Monday, January 24

3.  Quilts Raffle and Bark Busters Featured at Annual Meeting
4.  2004 Year In Review

5.  Volunteers Needed to Prepare for Craft Sale

6.  Welcome to New and Renewing Members

7.  Getting Your Dog Ready For The Dog Park

1.  Still Time to Buy Quilt Raffle Tickets at Petco – Time is drawing near for awarding the custom made, queen sized quilt but you still have time to buy your last minute raffle tickets.  We will be at Petco in Frandor on Saturday, January 15 and again on Saturday, January 22 from 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. selling our raffle tickets.  If you stop by you can see the beautiful quilts, made just for us by our members and the Capital City Quilt Guild, while you buy your raffle tickets.  Remember tickets are $5 each and proceeds go for fencing our future leash free dog park.  The drawing will be conducted during our General Membership Meeting the evening of January 24, 2005 at Foster Community Center, 200 N. Foster Ave, Lansing. You need not be present to win. Raffle License R78697.

2.  Annual Meeting at 7:30 p.m. on Monday, January 24:  We hope you will join us on Monday, January 24 at Foster Community Center, 200 N. Foster Ave, Lansing, for the 2005 Annual Meeting of Friends of Greater Lansing Dog Parks.  This is our most important general membership meeting of the year, the one where we elect officers for the current year.  A short business meeting begins at 7:30 p.m., concluding in time for the Quilts Raffle at 8 p.m.  Following the raffle, Kendra Tycocki, Ph.D., Dog Behavioral Therapist and Owner of the Lansing area Bark Busters, will do a short presentation.  The agenda is:

a. Welcome With Review And Approval of October Membership Meeting Minutes
b. Financial Report

c. Membership Report

d. Dog Park Status, Update and Future Directions
e. Election of Officers (proposed slate - Ellen Sullivan, President; Cindy Ballard, Vice President; Laura Harwin, Secretary; Linda VanBuskirk, Treasurer)
f. Dog Quilts Raffle Drawing.

3.  Quilts Raffle and Bark Busters Featured at Annual Meeting:  Our quilts raffle efforts will come to an end when we choose a lucky winner at 8 p.m. on Monday, January 24.  Selling every ticket will get us $5,000 closer to our goal of opening the park.  The program by Kendra Tycocki of Bark Busters is an exciting one that will get us thinking about good doggie behavior and how to get it from our dogs.  Kendra visited with a few of us in November about the extensive training that is required to be a Bark Busters specialist and their guaranteed training approach in working with clients.  We are looking forward to the educational program Kendra plans for us.
4.  2004 Year In Review – 2004 has been a banner year for our all volunteer, nonprofit organization established to create a public, off leash dog park for the greater Lansing area.  At our January 24 General Membership Meeting, we will be reviewing our 2004 accomplishments and announcing the results of our fundraising, membership and activity goals for the year just ended!  We are sure you will be delighted with the progress we have made.  If you are unable to attend the meeting, check out our website in a couple of weeks for the 2004 Year In Review information.

5.  Volunteers Needed to Prepare for Craft Sale:  Are you willing to donate a couple of hours to a crafty fundraising project?  FGLDP is registered to be part of the Lansing Parks & Recreation Dept. Spring Craft Sale on Saturday, March 5 at Gier Community Center.  We have a supply of ceramic dog ornaments that we will be selling at the craft sale.  The ornaments are cleaned and fired but need painting.  About six (6) volunteers are needed on either (or both) of two Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 12 noon.  The dates are:
a. Sat., Feb. 5 – First coat painting - basic ability to use a paint brush

b. Sat. Feb. 19 – Detail painting - apply colors to define each figure

This project is being coordinated by Linda VanBuskirk, whose mother is our crafts mentor.  (We will be meeting at her house both Saturdays.)  If you can help out on one or both days, please contact Linda at waterbirdlinda@yahoo.com or 517.272.0136 (evenings or weekends).  She will confirm details and give you directions.

6.  Welcome to New and Renewing Members:  We are pleased to welcome the following new and renewing members to our group:  Katherine Brophy-DuBois, Bruce & Leslie Farris, Ed & Jane Marin, Peggy Billig & Gary Tuma, Malinda Hudkins, Brad & Sara Winkler, Carol Edmunds, Dan & Sharon Wanderer, Sherri Hawkins, Sheryl Kletke, Karen Roth, Jim & Jen Yocum, C. Diane West, Christine Shafer, Patricia Knight, Kathy Haviland, Margaret Douglas, Sandy & Marvin Gladstone, Kathy Fay & Barb Slovisky, Laura Harwin & Wes Oliver, Christine Reich, Erin & Scott Zulewski, Georgia & Robert Curry, Debra & George Ristow, and Pamela & Terry Echterling.

7.  Getting Ready for the Dog Park, A Continuing Series: This is our continuing series in which we cover tips and topics about understanding dog behavior at the dog park.  Start out the new year with a fun quiz to check your knowledge of good dog park etiquette—for you and your dog.  Follow the link to see if you are a good park patron:  

http://animal.discovery.com/features/dogpark/etquiz/etquiz.html 

The quiz is a lighthearted approach but relays important information about dog park behaviors.  It will help you visualize scenarios that you could face when we open the park.  We agree with most of the information with the following caveat:  In our park we will expect owners to watch over their dogs at all times, not just most of the time.

--------------------------------------------------------
That is all for now.  Woof!  Stay in touch through our web site at:  www.lansingunleashed.com
_________________________________________________

Our organization does most of its direct mail communication via email to save on postage costs.  Email addresses are used for information on dog parks and dog related events and are not shared with third parties.  Paid members without email access will receive mailings through the U.S. Postal Service.

To unsubscribe from Lansing Unleashed eNews, send an email to info@lansingdogparks.com with UNSUBSCRIBE in the subject line.  
