Lansing Unleashed eNews:  November 30, 2004

Hello, Friends of Greater Lansing Dog Parks:  
Welcome to our second eNewsletter issue.  In this eNewsletter:  
1.  Welcome to New Members and Details on our NEW Online Membership Option

2.  Looking For a Few Good Men and Women to Serve as Elected Officers

3.  Quilt Tickets Are Great Holiday Gifts And You Are Helping A Good Cause Too

4.  Turn In Your Tickets

5.  End of the Year Appeal for Dog Park Fencing

6.  Getting Your Dog Ready For The Dog Park

1.  Welcome to New Members and Details on our NEW Online Membership Option:  Our growing membership shows support within the community.  It also bolsters our fund raising activities to open the park.  Basic membership levels are $15 for an individual and $25 for a pack, or household.   If you are not already a member, show your support by joining now.  Go to the membership page for details or to join online at:  http://www.lansingdogparks.com/membership.html 

In this and future eNewsletters we will acknowledge members who have joined since our last issue.  We welcome the following recent new members:  Mary Olson, Diane Drobeck, Shelly Winger and Kitty Mitchell. 

2.  Looking For A Few Good Men and Women to Serve as Elected Officers:  The Friends will be having its annual board election at its General Membership meeting on January 24, 2005.  We are hoping you would consider volunteering for a board position or nominating someone you know.  The positions up for election are President, Vice President, Secretary and Treasurer.  Our current secretary has been doing double duty as Communications Chair so we would love to find a willing member to join the board as Secretary.  This is a wonderful way to become more active in our all volunteer organization and a good way to meet new friends.  Please consider submitting a name for a board position.  Send all nominations no later than December 15, 2004 to Friends Nominating Committee at ballardrcm@att.net.  If you have a candidate in mind or questions you would like to discuss, you may also give Cindy a call at 974.3103.
3.  Quilt Tickets Are Great Holiday Gifts And You Are Helping A Good Cause Too:  We have been selling oodles of raffle tickets but tickets are still available for our beautiful, custom made, queen sized, dog themed quilt along with a companion sized quilt for your furry friend.  Tickets are $5 each. The drawing will be held between 8:00 and 9:00 p.m. Monday, January 24, 2005 during our general membership meeting at Foster Community Center.  You do not need to be present to win.  Raffle license number:  R78697   If you would like to buy or sell tickets, send us an email at lansingunleashed.com or call Cindy Ballard, ticket chair at 974.3103.
4.  Turn In Your Tickets:  For those of you who have already sold your raffle tickets, we will have three raffle ticket turn in nights in conjunction with the Friends of Greater Lansing Dog Parks Board and General Membership meetings.  The meetings are Monday, December 13; Monday, January 10; and Monday, January 24 at Foster Community Center, 200 North Foster Ave., Lansing. Tickets can be turned in from 5:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. on these nights.   If you cannot make the meetings, call Cindy Ballard at 974.3103 for alternate arrangements.

5.  End of the Year Appeal for Dog Park Fencing; You will be receiving (or perhaps already have) a letter or email that we are forwarding from your dog.  We received a number of these requests from your faithful companions. They are anxious for the park to open so they can run free with other dogs.   You can help to move the park forward by sending a holiday gift for your dog in the envelope provided.  For those of you who want to contribute online we NOW have a secure page on our website which will allow you to donate using your credit card.  To donate online, it is as easy as following this link to our website:  https://app.etapestry.com/hosted/FriendsofGreaterLansingDog/OnlineGiving.html    Any amount will help will move us closer to our goal of opening an off leash dog park for the greater Lansing area.
6.  Getting Your Dog Ready For The Dog Park:  This issue begins a continuing series in which we will cover tips and topics about understanding dog behavior at the dog park.  We have learned from our friends at ROMP (Responsible Owners of Mannerly Pets) that education and information make a world of difference in the success of a dog park.  So here are some basics.
Off leash does NOT mean out of control.  One rule at the dog park will be that owners must have control of their dogs at all times.  Train your dog in basic obedience.  Important commands include leave it and come.  Many dog training schools teach with positive reinforcement methods that make training enjoyable for both you and your dog.  Start now to help your dog to become dog park ready. 
------------------------------------------------ 
That is all for now.  Woof! Stay in touch through our web site at:  www.lansingunleashed.com
Our organization does most of its direct mail communication via email to save on postage costs.  Email addresses are used for information on dog parks and dog related events and are not shared with third parties.  Paid members without email access will receive mailings through the U.S. Postal Service.

To unsubscribe from Lansing Unleashed eNews, send an email to info@lansingdogparks.com with UNSUBSCRIBE in the subject line.  

