Lansing Unleashed eNews:  December 16, 2004

Hello, Friends of Greater Lansing Dog Parks:  

Welcome to our December eNewsletter issue.  In this eNewsletter:  

1.  Check Out Businesses Selling Our Quilt Raffle Tickets
2.  Lansing Dog Park 2005 Officer Elections
3.  January 24, 2005 General Membership Meeting
4.  Looking for Web Site Help

5.  Still Time to Donate before 2005

6.  Getting Your Dog Ready For The Dog Park

1.  Check Out Businesses Selling Our Quilt Raffle Tickets.  (For anyone who has missed our prior e-newsletters, we are selling a beautiful, custom made, queen sized, dog themed quilt along with a companion sized quilt for your furry friend. (Check out the queen sized quilt at:  http://www.lansingdogparks.com/raffle_info.html ) Tickets are $5 each. The drawing will be held at 8:00 p.m. Monday, January 24, 2005 during our general membership meeting at Foster Community Center.  You do not need to be present to win.  Raffle license number:  R78697)   
This issue of our e-newsletter spotlights the wonderful businesses who are selling raffle tickets for us.  Please visit their businesses to buy tickets and to let them know how much you appreciate their support of our dog park.  The businesses selling tickets are:

a. Gone 2 The Dogs, 416 S. Cedar Ave,. Lansing, phone 853-8313, www.gone2thedogs.biz  .  Say hi to Jana from us and check out the great Christmas presents for your furry friends.

b.  The Grooming Cottage and Exotic Critters, 420 Elmwood Road, Delta Township, where all the well groomed dogs hang out.

c. Just Dogs! Gourmet, kiosk in the Meridian Mall, 1982 Grand River, Ave., Okemos, MI, www.justdogsgourmet.com  .  Try some of their delicious doggie treats – they are Sly and Jake’s favorites.

d. Riverfront Animal Hospital, 721 N. Larch, Lansing, keeping our pets healthy and happy.
And we don’t want to forget our raffle ticket printing sponsors, Clyde Keep and Chris Molidor, Home Loan Consultants, www.thekeepmolidorteam.com 
2.  Lansing Dog Park 2005 Officer Elections:  We will be electing our President, Vice President, Secretary and Treasurer positions at our General Membership Meeting on January 24, 2005.  The following individuals have volunteered to serve for next year:
a. President, Ellen Sullivan.  Ellen has been Vice President of our organization since January 2002 and has been serving as President since October when Janet (Geissler) Holoweiko resigned.  Ellen and her husband Mark, have two Scottish Deerhounds, Rhys and Nellie.

b. Vice President, Cindy Ballard.  Cindy has been our Fundraising Chair for the past two years.  Cindy and her husband Bob have two black lab mutts, Sly and Jake.

c. Secretary, Laura Harwin.  Laura has been a member for the last two years and has volunteered to take over the secretarial duties on the board.  She and her husband Wes have four rescue dogs:  Cookie, a Brittany mix; Ginger, a long haired Chihuahua; Socrates, a Shepherd mix; and Trinity, a Boxer mix. and

d. Treasurer, Linda VanBuskirk.  Linda has been our Treasurer for two years.  She has a delightful Lhasa Apso Shih Tsu mix named Mel.
This is our published slate of candidates; we can also accept nominations from the floor during the January General Membership Meeting.  To be eligible for an office you must be a member with dues paid in the current year.

3.  January 24, 2005 General Membership Meeting, A Date Not to Be Missed.   Please join us at our next General Membership meeting on Monday, January 24, 2005 starting at 7:30 p.m. at Foster Community Center, 200 N Foster, Lansing, MI.  We will begin with a short membership meeting.  The agenda includes:
a. Welcome With Review And Approval of October Membership Meeting Minutes
b. Financial Report

c. Membership Report

d. Dog Park Status, Update and Future Directions
e. Election of Officers, and

f. Dog Quilts Raffle Drawing.

Following our brief general meeting and raffle drawing we have invited Kendra Tycocki PhD, Dog Behavioral Therapist and Trainer and Owner of the Lansing area Bark Busters to do a short presentation.  
4.  Looking For Web Site Help:  Our website has been growing by leaps and bounds with the help of Kim Smith, our web site specialist.  To keep it up to date and full of useful information for you, we are in need of additional help to further develop and maintain our site.  If you have web development skills or know of others who might be willing to volunteer to help us with the site, please email us at info@lansingdogparks.com or contact Ellen Sullivan at 517.484.7417.
5.  Still Time to Donate Before 2005:  Thanks to all of you who have responded so generously to our first end of the year appeal.  There is still time to make a donation and receive a 2004 tax benefit.  Remember you can now go online to our secure donations page and contribute by credit card right now.  Follow this link to the donation page:  https://app.etapestry.com/hosted/FriendsofGreaterLansingDog/OnlineGiving.html 
6.  Getting Ready for The Dog Park, A Continuing Series: This is our continuing series in which we  cover tips and topics about understanding dog behavior at the dog park.  Thanks to our friends at ROMP (Responsible Owners of Mannerly Pets) we have learned that education and information make a world of difference in the success of a dog park.  So here are some more basics.

Remember not all dogs are party dogs; some are shy, some are older; some may have physical limitations, some just prefer to be alone.  Please respect the needs of all dogs and discourage your dog from behaviors that commonly trigger conflict, such as charging, ambushing and stalking; bullying; mounting (humping); and incessant barking and pestering.  Charging, ambushing and stalking are predatory behaviors.  They are always provocative and may be especially threatening to an unfamiliar dog.  Please call off your dog in these situations.  Do not allow your dogs to crowd the entrance areas of the dog park.  This will help to avoid setting the stage for problems to occur.  We will discuss other predatory behaviors next time.
That is all for now.  Woof!  Stay in touch through our web site at:  www.lansingunleashed.com
_________________________________________________

Our organization does most of its direct mail communication via email to save on postage costs.  Email addresses are used for information on dog parks and dog related events and are not shared with third parties.  Paid members without email access will receive mailings through the U.S. Postal Service.

To unsubscribe from Lansing Unleashed eNews, send an email to info@lansingdogparks.com with UNSUBSCRIBE in the subject line.  
