Lansing Unleashed eNews:  December 20, 2005
Hello, Friends of Greater Lansing Dog Parks:  

Welcome to our December eNewsletter issue.  In this eNewsletter:  

1.  2006 Year End Appeal-A Reminder from The Dog
2.  Lansing Dog Park 2006 Officer Elections

3.  January 23, 2006 General Membership Meeting

4.  Proposed Bylaws Revisions
5.  Pet Pantry Open for Treats
6.  Memberships Due for Renewal-Get Your 2005 Tax Benefit
7.  Getting Your Dog Ready For the Dog Park

1.  2006 Year End Appeal-A Reminder From The Dog: Dear Favorite Human, remember that letter (or email) you received from me a couple of weeks ago?  Well, I am still sniffing around and I think you definitely need my help in getting a 2005 holiday gift for your favorite pal.  And top on my list is a donation to the Friends of Greater Lansing Dog Parks (FGLDP) to help fence in part of Scott Woods because we need a safe, fenced dog park for me to be the big galoot you know I am at heart.  There is still time to make a donation and receive a 2005 tax benefit-like I really care about that but I know you will.  My dog park friends tell me that you can go online to their donations page and contribute by credit card right now.  Follow this link to the website to find out more about making a donation online: http://www.lansingunleashed.com/
2.  Lansing Dog Park 2006 Officer Elections:  We will be electing our President, Vice President, Secretary and Treasurer positions at our General Membership Meeting on January 23, 2006.  The following individuals have volunteered to serve for next year:

a.
President, Ellen Sullivan.  Ellen was 2005 President of our organization.  Ellen and her husband Mark, have two Scottish Deerhounds, Rhys and Nellie.

b.
Vice President, Cindy Ballard.  Cindy has been our Vice President for the past year.  Cindy and her husband Bob have two black lab mutts, Sly and Jake.

c.
Secretary, Laura Harwin.  Laura has agreed to run again this year; she was our secretary in 2005.  She and her husband Wes have four rescue dogs:  Cookie, a Brittany mix; Ginger, a long haired Chihuahua; Socrates, a Shepherd mix; and Trinity, a Boxer mix. and

d.
Treasurer, Dana French.  Dana has been our Finance Chair for the past two years.  He and his wife, Lynda have an American Eskimo named Eskey.
This is our published slate of candidates; we can also accept nominations from the floor during the January General Membership Meeting.  To be eligible for an office you must be a member with dues paid in the current year.  To vote for officers, you must also be a current member.
3.  January 23, 2006 General Membership Meeting:  Please join us at our next General Membership meeting on Monday, January 23, 2006 starting at 7 p.m. at Foster Community Center, 200 N. Foster, Lansing, MI.  We will begin with a short membership meeting.  The agenda includes:

a.
Welcome with Review and Approval of October Membership Meeting Minutes

b.
Financial Report

c.
Membership Report

d.
Dog Park Status, Update and Future Directions
e.
Election of Officers
f.
Vote on Proposed Bylaws Changes
g.
Meeting Schedule for 2006
Following our brief general meeting Christine E. Reedy, trainer and owner of Two Paws Up, will talk with us about how our dogs can be certified as a Canine Good Citizens by the American Kennel Club.   The Canine Good Citizen program stresses responsible pet ownership and basic good manners for dogs.  

4. Proposed Bylaws Revisions: For some time the board has discussed changing our organization membership year to the calendar year (January-December).  The proposed bylaws revisions include that change as well as some additional language changes, most of which are not substantive.  Changes include:  updating the language in our mission statement and goals; change of membership year to calendar year (instead of June-May); clarification of language in officer responsibilities; board membership of committee chair is discretionary, based on role and need; and timing for notification of board meetings and provision of agenda.

A copy of the proposed changes will be available soon on the calendar section of our web site at www.lansingunleashed.com .  Remember that you must be a current member to vote on the proposed bylaws revisions at our general membership meeting on Monday, Jan. 23.
5.  Pet Pantry Open for Treats:  Member Paula Clegg recently sent us info about a great project that serves both developmentally-disabled (DD) adults in Clinton County and dog lovers.  Clinton-Eaton-Ingham (CEI) Community Mental Health sponsors the Pet Pantry, a micro-enterprise business which sells homemade treats for dogs. It is operated by a group of DD adults with assistance from staff.

Pet Pantry has six different types of dog bones which are all natural and have no preservatives.  Prices are $2 per dozen for small bones and $2 for five large bones.  Other items are also available including ceramic dog bowls and travel bowls.  For more info or to order, call 989-224-5301.
6.  Memberships Due for Renewal-Get Your 2005 Tax Benefit:  FGLDP is a 501(c)(3) charitable organization and donations (including membership) are fully deductible for income tax purposes.  We know you want to join up anyway so why not get the tax benefit, too?  Remember that almost all of our membership dues go to starting the park; we keep our operating expenses to a minimum. 
Memberships due now are:  Martha Bell, Peggy Billig & Gary Tuma, Katherine Brophy-DuBois, Donna Brower, Marvin & Stacy Bynum, Colleen Cashman, Terry Chapman, Judy Childers, Sarah Cook, Karen DeShon, Margaret Douglas, Diane Drobeck, Bruce & Leslie Farris, Mary Ann Fehrenback, Kirsten Fermaglich, Nickie, Chris & Zeb Foley, Jennifer Frank, Susan Frazier, Kevin & Jeannette Funk, Pat Gilbert, Tina Weatherwax Grant, Pennie Howard, Richard Hula, Robbie Jameson, Todd & Jennifer Kauffman, Sheryl Kletke, Karla Look, Erika Marzorati, Kitty Mitchell, Marge Mooney & Freddie Cunningham, Jana Nicole, Laura Norman, Mary Olson, Lyn Peraino, Jeffrey Reeves, Debra & George Ristow, Dawn Sailor, Leigh Schafer, Mary Kay Shields, Margo Steadman-Jersey, Holly Strobel, Amy Valleau, Shelia & Ken VanAlstine, Sharon & Dan Wanderer, Roni Rucker Waters, Ellen Whipple, Shelly Winger, Brad & Sara Winkler, and Erin & Scott Zulewski.
7.  Getting Ready for The Dog Park, A Continuing Series: This is our continuing series in which we cover tips and topics about understanding dog behavior at the dog park.  This month we thought you might enjoy a little seasonal fun look at doggie holiday behaviors we have seen.  ;-)
Wrapping Presents With Dogs:  1. Gather presents, boxes, paper, etc. in middle of living room floor.  2. Get tape back from puppy.  3. Remove scissors from older dogs mouth.  4. Open box.  5. Take puppy out of box.  6. Remove tape from older dogs mouth.  7. Take scissors away from puppy.  8. Put present in box.  9. Remove present from puppys mouth.  10. Put back in box after removing puppy from box.  11. Take scissors from older dog and sit on them.  12. Remove puppy from box and put on lid.  13. Take tape away from older dog.  14. Unroll paper.  15. Take puppy OFF box.  16. Cut paper being careful not to cut puppys foot or nose that is getting in the way as he helps.  17. Let puppy tear remaining paper.  18. Take puppy off box.  19. Wrap paper around box.  20. Remove puppy from box & take wrapping paper from its mouth.  21. Tell older dog to fetch the tape so he will stop stealing it.  22. Take scissors away from puppy.  23. Take tape older dog is holding.  24. Quickly tape one spot before taking scissors from older dog & sitting on them again.  25. Fend off puppy trying to steal tape & tape another spot.  26. Take bow from older dog.  27. Go get roll of wrapping paper puppy ran off with.  28. Take scissors from older dog who took them when you got up.  29. Give pen to older dog to hold so he stops licking your face.  30. Remove puppy from present & hurriedly slap tape on to hold the paper on.  31. Take now-soggy bow from puppy & tape on since the sticky stuff no longer sticks.  32. Take pen from older dog, address tag & affix while puppy tries to eat pen.  33. Grab present before puppy opens it & put it away.  34. Clean up mess puppy & older dog made playing tug-of-war with remnants of wrapping paper.  35. Put away rest of wrapping supplies & tell dogs what good helpers they are.

-----------------------------------------
That is all for now.  Woof!  Stay in touch through our web site at:  www.lansingunleashed.com
_________________________________________________

Our organization does most of its direct mail communication via email to save on postage costs.  Email addresses are used for information on dog parks and dog related events and are not shared with third parties.  Paid members without email access will receive mailings through the U.S. Postal Service.

To unsubscribe from Lansing Unleashed eNews, send an email to info@lansingdogparks.com with UNSUBSCRIBE in the subject line.  

