Lansing Unleashed eNews:  February 8, 2006

Hello, Friends of Greater Lansing Dog Parks:  

Welcome to our February 2006 eNewsletter issue.  In this eNewsletter:  

1.  Strategic Planning Meeting Scheduled Saturday, March 4
2.  Lansing Dog Park 2006 Officer Election Results
3.  2005 Year in Review 
4.  2005 Annual Appeal 
5.  Welcome to Our New and Renewing Members
6.  Save the Dates
7.  Getting Ready for the Dog Park, A Continuing Series 


1.  Strategic Planning Meeting  Scheduled Saturday, March 4:  Our third yearly Friends of Greater Lansing Dog Parks Strategic Planning Session will be held from 9 a.m.-1 p.m. on Saturday, March 4, 2006.  This work session is our way of setting goals and objectives as well as work plans for moving forward on opening the park.  Anyone who is willing to do some advance preparation and task follow-up is invited and welcome.  

Planning topics include:  PR plan for announcing and opening the park; Site planning; Park management (including rules, park access, and parking policies); Phase 2 fundraising for the Capital Campaign; and developing an Education plan (Getting Ready for the Dog Park).  If you are interested in working on next steps and attending the Strategic Planning session, contact us by email at info@lansingdogparks.com or call Cindy Ballard at 323-1851.  State your area of interest, please, even if it is not on this list.  We need to hear from you by Saturday, Feb. 25 so that we can mail planning materials to you prior to the meeting.
2.  Lansing Dog Park 2006 Officer Election Results:  At our General Membership Meeting on January 23, 2006 the following individuals were elected to serve for the 2006 year:

a.
President, Ellen Sullivan.  
b.
Vice President, Cindy Ballard.  

c.
Secretary, Laura Harwin.  

d.
Treasurer, Dana French.  








2006 will be a BIG year for our dog park organization and our officers will need your help in getting all the details finalized in order to open our park this year.  Please consider volunteering to add your time and talents to this worthy effort.
3.  2005 Year in Review – 2005 has been a wonderful year for our all-volunteer, non-profit organization established to create the first public, off-leash dog park for the greater Lansing area.  At our January 23 General Membership Meeting we reviewed our 2005 accomplishments and announced the results of our fundraising, membership and activity goals for the year just ended!  We met or exceeded most of our goals including the most important goal:  fundraising.  We are sure you will be delighted with the progress we have made.  Please check out our website at www.lansingunleashed.com for the 2005 Year in Review information.  







4.  2005 Annual  Appeal:  Our 2005 Letter from the Dog got a wonderful response from members and supporters of our dog park effort.  Our donor participation rate doubled and we raised 33 percent more money than we did in our 2004 Appeal.  We raised nearly $2100 through the campaign.  Thanks to all of our donors and especially to those of you who became Silver Bone Sponsors of a section of fence for the park.  Visit the front page of our web site for the link to a list of our Silver Bone sponsors
.

5. 
 Welcome to Our New and Renewing Members:  We have some catch-up to do in our thanks to those who have joined us or renewed their memberships in recent months.  Some of our new members have joined us through donations to the 2005 Annual Appeal.  Our new and renewing members include:  Marcia Ann Charette, Katherine Brophy DuBois, Carol Edmunds, Bruce & Leslie Farris, Mary Fehrenbach, Dave Finet and Marya Sosulski, Kirsten Fermaglich & Jon Gold, Susan Frazier, Pat Gilbert, Sue & Stephan Hammar, Jamie Ann Johansen, Lee Kiesel, Cheryl Kiesel, Dee King, Viki Lorraine & Ethel Pangborn, Kristen McCann, Kathy McGlynn, Nancy Semrau, Kim Smith, Suzanne M. Thiem, and Aaron & Jill Whiteford.
6.  Save the Dates:  Get out your 2006 calendars and mark the following dates.  You do not want to miss out on the fun!  Our next General Membership meeting will be held on Monday, April 24 at 7:00 p.m. at Foster Community Center, 200 N. Foster St., Lansing.  On Friday, May 5 we will have our annual Dog Paddle Swim from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. on the beach at Hawk Island County Park.  The Happy Tails Dog Walk, sponsored by Lansing Parks and Recreation Department, is set for Saturday, May 13 starting at 1 p.m. on the Lansing Riverwalk.  We will have more details about these events in future eNewsletters.  Stay tuned!

7.  Getting Ready for the Dog Park, A Continuing Series:  A major part of our planning effort at the March 4, 2006  Strategic Planning meeting will be to develop the outline of an education plan to prepare people and their dogs for best behavior in the park.  This newsletter column was created to offer tips and strategies for training and developing your dog to be a good social animal at the park.  We will be expanding our efforts in the near future to include hands-on training sessions, social group practice and other opportunities to learn and practice good canine behaviors.
If you would like to be involved in helping to plan our next educational steps, we invite you to join us at our Strategic Planning session on Saturday, March 4.  If you cannot be there and have ideas or resources you think we should include in our plan, please email us at info@lansingdogparks.com or call Cindy Ballard at 323-1851.  We really want and need your support to move ahead.


-----------------------------------------
That is all for now.  Woof!  Stay in touch through our web site at:  www.lansingunleashed.com
_________________________________________________

Our organization does most of its direct mail communication via email to save on postage costs.  Email addresses are used for information on dog parks and dog related events and are not shared with third parties.  Paid members without email access will receive mailings through the U.S. Postal Service.

To unsubscribe from Lansing Unleashed eNews, send an email to info@lansingdogparks.com with UNSUBSCRIBE in the subject line.  
