Lansing Unleashed eNews:  March 29, 2006

Hello, Friends of Greater Lansing Dog Parks:  

Welcome to our March 2006 eNewsletter issue.  In this eNewsletter:  

1.  Monday, April 24 General Membership Meeting Coming Soon
2.  Strategic Planning Meeting Held Saturday, March 4
3.  Dog Paddle on Friday May 5 from 5:30 to 8 p.m.
4.  Angel Project Fundraisers

5.  Save the Date:  Saturday, May 13 Is Happy Tails Dog Walk
6.  Getting Ready for the Dog Park, A Continuing Series 


1.  Monday, April 24 General Membership Meeting Coming Soon:  Join us on Monday, April 24, 2006 at 7 p.m. for our next general membership meeting.  It will be held at Foster Community Center, 200 North Foster St., Lansing.  As the budget process unfolds for the City of Lansing, we are anxious to learn about the status of our request for a loan-advance to get the dog park open by Fall 2006.  You will get the latest update at the meeting.

We will kick off our educational program of getting ready for the dog park at this meeting.  We have invited a professional trainer, Linda Nichols of Canine Coaches LLC, to be our program presenter.  Linda has over 30 years of experience with helping people train their dogs.  She is a member of the Association of Pet Dog Trainers (APDT).  Linda will talk to us about the importance of recall training for your dog—coming when called on the first cue—and strategies for success.  She uses positive, dog-friendly and proven principles of operant conditioning to teach owners how to train their dogs.  Join us for this learning opportunity on April 24.  The meeting is free and open to the public.


2.  Strategic Planning Meeting Held Saturday, March 4:  Ten of our members and board members met on March 4 for our third annual strategic planning session.  The 2006 meeting was especially exciting since we are very close to being able to open the park by Fall 2006.  The next six weeks are critical since our plans rely on the City of Lansing including a $45,000 loan from millage funds in its fiscal 2006-2007 budget.  The final budget is to be approved by City Council by May 15.

The planning focused on five key areas:  1) plan for announcing and opening the park; 2) site planning; 3) 2006 annual plan for fundraising; 4) park management and control plan; and 5) educational plan to prepare owners and their dogs for the dog park.  Our volunteer group stepped up to responsibility and became leadership members for four work groups to continue with planning.  We combined areas 4 and 5 since members felt that management and control issues were closely tied to the educational plans we are developing.
Among the many topics we discussed were:  fencing bid process; key dates for announcements, construction and park opening; print and media plans; website enhancement; review of site plan; testing of pond water; signage, internal fencing and future small dog area; rules; procedure for reporting incidents; security and hours of operation; access policy; volunteer monitoring and cleanup; dollar amounts, fundraising goals for 2006; ways to meet our ultimate $100,000 goal; and an educational plan for socialization and behavior training opportunities.  
Members included in the planning were:  Cindy Ballard, Suzanne Thiem, Emilie Evenson, Marcia Charette, Kim Smith, Sandra Murphy, Laura Harwin, Dusty DeHaven, Ellen Sullivan, Dana French, Kris Elsesser and Cara Preston.  We had help and consultation from Murdock Jemerson, Lansing Parks & Recreation Director, who joined us for part of the morning.  There are many, many opportunities for other members to be involved







, and we will need the help of all our members to make this a success and open the park this year.  We will provide more details of the planning and work group information at our meeting on April 24. 
3.  Dog Paddle on Friday, May 5 from 5:30 to 8 p.m.:  It is spring and that means it is time for our annual dog swim on the beach at Hawk Island County Park, 1601 Cavanaugh, Lansing.  Hawk Island is between Aurelius Road and Pennsylvania Avenue and just south of the future site of our dog park. Those who have attended our past swims will tell you what a wonderful time the dogs and their owners have.  Ingham County is kind enough to allow us to use their beach for this one evening, so make good use of the fun in the sun.  Admission cost is $5 per dog for members and $10 per dog for nonmembers.  All owners get in free.  If you are not a member now, you can join at the event and your admission price will be included in the membership fee.  Individual membership is $15 and Pack (Household) is $25 annually.
As with any wet and wild swim party, there are a few rules:  

a. Two dogs allowed per adult handler;

b. Dogs must wear their current licenses and be leashed when out of the water;

c. An adult must accompany dogs and kids;

d. Dogs are allowed on the beach area only; and

e. Owners must be prepared to enter the water to assist their dogs.

The dog swim has become one of our major fundraising events and we are looking for volunteers to assist us at the admission gate and on the beach front.  If you are interested in volunteering for an hour and half shift, please contact us at info@lansingdogparks.com with your name, phone number and times you are available or call Cindy Ballard at 517-974-3103 by Friday, April 21.  We again thank the Lansing Parks and Recreation Department for cosponsoring this event.






4.  Angel Project Fundraisers:  In January, the Friends of Ingham County Animals announced a new project that they hope will result in a decrease in the numbers of animals brought into the Ingham County Animal Shelter.  Through the Angel Project, the group plans to spay-neuter 1000 dogs and cats for low-income Ingham County residents.  The group has a number of events planned in April to help raise funds for this worthy cause.  On Sunday, April 2, from 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. the group will be at Petco in Frandor taking pictures of your son or daughter surrounded by lovely baby bunnies.  You must call to register for the pictures.  On April 7 through April 10 a portion of the sales at the Barnes and Noble, East Lansing store will given to the Angel Project.  Call ahead to obtain a voucher for your purchases and to get details about the coupon weekend.  Civilian police dog instructor, Hector Hernandez, will be at the East Lansing Barnes and Noble store on Sunday, April 9, from 2-4 p.m. signing his new book, Preparing Yourself for Dog Encounters.  And lastly, there will be an Angel Project Rock-N-Bowl on Saturday, April 29, from 7-10 p.m. at the Mason Bowl on Cedar Street in Mason.  To find out more information, including cost and contact details, check out http://www.petfinder.com/shelters/ficas.html , the Friends of Ingham County Animals.    




5.  Save the Date:  Saturday, May 13 Is Happy Tails Dog Walk:  Mark Simon, Letts Center Director, has extended a warm invitation to all dog lovers for the Happy Tails Dog Walk.   Mark and the staff of Lansing Parks and Recreation Department put together this walk in support of the dog park.  The 2006 Walk is set for Saturday, May 13 starting at 1 p.m. Meet and register at Elm Park, walk the River Trail at your own pace to Moores Park, with a stop for water along the way.  Your trip back on the trail will end at River Point Park, where there will be information on dog care, health, grooming and other related products.  Charge is $3 per dog or $5 for two dogs.  Come and have some fun to benefit the dog park.

6.  Getting Ready for the Dog Park, A Continuing Series:  One of the most common training problems owners have with their dogs is that the dog will not come when called. Training a dog to come when called is often referred to as a recall. There are countless examples of how owners train their dogs not to come by unintentionally punishing the dog when it does come.  Every time the dog is called to engage in an activity that the dog does not enjoy he is learning that the command Come Here is bad news.  For example, some owners call their dog when it has misbehaved and then punish it.  
Dogs are always learning whether we intend to teach them or not.  Owners must learn to incorporate positive training into the dog's life and daily routine. Until the dog is reliably trained to come when called, he should not be let off leash.  To learn more about this critical topic for success at the dog park, come to our Monday, April 24 general membership meeting at Foster Center (see item 1).  You will learn about the importance of recall training and strategies for making it work.


-----------------------------------------
That is all for now.  Woof!  Stay in touch through our web site at:  www.lansingunleashed.com
_________________________________________________

Our organization does most of its direct mail communication via email to save on postage costs.  Email addresses are used for information on dog parks and dog related events and are not shared with third parties.  Paid members without email access will receive mailings through the U.S. Postal Service.

To unsubscribe from Lansing Unleashed eNews, send an email to info@lansingdogparks.com with UNSUBSCRIBE in the subject line.  
