Lansing Unleashed eNews:  March 31, 2005
Hello, Friends of Greater Lansing Dog Parks:  

Welcome to our March 2005 eNewsletter issue.  In this eNewsletter:  

1.  Pet First Aid Offered 9 a.m. – 1 p.m. on Saturday, April 30
2.  Easter Egg Hunt for Dogs on Saturday, April 2 at Riverwalk Trail
3.  Dog Days of Summer on Saturday, April 23 at Oldsmobile Park
4.  Hold the Dates - Friday, May 6 Dog Paddle and Saturday, May 14 Happy Tails Dog Walk 
5.  Looking for One Good Volunteer Nonprofit Auditor to Review Our Finances
6.  Welcome to New and Renewing Members

7.  Getting Ready For The Dog Park, A Continuing Series
1.  Pet First Aid Offered 9 a.m. – 1 p.m. on Saturday, April 30:   The Friends of Greater Lansing Dog Parks is offering an opportunity for you to learn how to help your pets survive a medical emergency or to handle basic first aid needs.  Learn how to prevent injuries to your pets and how to care for them when accidents happen.  The content of this four-hour workshop is approved by the American Red Cross (ARC) and will be taught using ARC guidelines.  Our instructor, Linda VanBuskirk, is certified in First Aid, CPR, Emergency Response and Lifeguarding by the ARC.
The four-hour class will be held from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. on April 30 at the Michigan Protection and Advocacy conference room in Lansing.  Cost is $40 for nonmembers and $35 for members of FGLDP.  Additional members of the same household may register for $25.  Cost includes one copy of Pet First Aid, written by Bobbie Mammato, DVM, MPH.  Class size is limited to allow hands on practice.  Pre-registration is requested by Friday, April 22.  For complete class information, including registration instructions, visit our website at www.lansingdogparks.com 
Our last first aid class was well received by participants.  Here is what Amy H. wrote us:  “I drove up from Toledo to attend the class before it was offered in our area.  It was well worth it.  With three dogs of my own and the many others I come in contact with in my extended family, at the dog parks (in Toledo), and in therapy work, knowing what to do if an emergency arises is invaluable.  I have since purchased the book used in the class for several friends, and have recommended the class to many others.  The course is definitely worth the time involved for anyone who has or loves animals.”
2.  Easter Egg Hunt for Dogs on Saturday, April 2 at Riverwalk Trail:  Gone 2 the Dogs will be hiding dog treats in plastic eggs on the Riverwalk Trail from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. on April 2.  (In case of rain, the egg hunt will be held Saturday, April 9.)  The event is free and there is a three egg limit per dog.  Photographer Stacy Hammond will be available to take professional photos of you and your dog.  For information, check out the Events page at http://www.gone2thedogs.biz 
3.  Dog Days of Summer on Saturday, April 23 at Oldsmobile Park:   The 2005 Dog Days of Summer are coming early to Lansing on Saturday, April 23 at 4:05 p.m. for the Lugnuts game at Oldsmobile Park.  Well behaved dogs are welcome at the baseball game on this special day.  This fun event is sponsored by Gone 2 the Dogs.  Tickets are available directly from the Lugnuts ticket office at $6.50 per dog or person.  Please purchase in advance for this event; it fills up fast.  For information visit the Events page at http://www.gone2thedogs.biz 
4.  Hold the dates - Friday, May 6 Dog Paddle and Saturday, May 14 Happy Tails Dog Walk:  Our own Friends group will be holding another Spring Dog Paddle (Swim Party) at Hawk Island County Park from 5:30 – 8 p.m. on Friday, May 6.  Those who have attended our past swims will tell you what a good time it is.  It will be followed the next week by the Happy Tails Dog Walk from 1-3 p.m. on Saturday, May 14.  Register at Elm Park and take the Riverfront Trail walk.  All proceeds from the walk, sponsored by Lansing Parks and Recreation for the second year, will benefit fencing for the dog park.  Mark your calendar and plan to join us!  More details in our next newsletter.
5.  Looking for One Good Volunteer Nonprofit Auditor to Review Our Finances: It is tax time for the Friends organization and we will be filing our 990EZ form with the IRS.  We are looking for someone with CPA credentials to assist our organization in reviewing and certifying our 2004 records. Although not required by law, we would like to have our records reviewed by an outside party as we move toward a major fundraising campaign this year.  If you could help or know someone who can, please contact Ellen Sullivan at info@lansingdogparks.com or call her at 517-484-7417.  
6.  Welcome to New and Renewing Members:  We are pleased to welcome the following recent new members to our group:  Suzanne Batch, Judy Childers, Linda Meyer, Joanne Prybylski, and Jamie Stevens.  Becoming a member is a great way to demonstrate your support for the dog park.  To encourage new members, we are offering membership through May 2006 to those who become members now.  Remember, our annual membership year is June through May.  The basic membership level is only $15 per individual and $25 per household.  We are always looking for memberships at higher premium levels so that we can open our dog park sooner. Recruit a friend to become a member through our secure online membership page: https://app.etapestry.com/hosted/FriendsofGreaterLansingDog/OnlineGiving.html  Questions can be directed to our new membership chair, Suzanne Yancey, at crested@sbcglobal.net or give Sue a call to chat at 517-321-6894 (evenings or weekends).   
7.  Getting Ready for the Dog Park, A Continuing Series: This is our continuing series in which we cover tips and topics about understanding dog behavior at the dog park. 

 Thanks to our friends at ROMP (Responsible Owners of Mannerly Pets) we have learned that education and information make a world of difference in the success of a dog park.  So here are some more basics related to doggie behaviors and how to manage them.

Humping (Mounting):  This is a common and normal dog behavior that is unrelated to sex or mating, but is an instinctive behavior for establishing rank.  Humping is generally unacceptable at the dog park because it often escalates into more combative interactions.  If your dog is the humper, calmly call it off and move to another location.  If your dog is the humpee, do not overreact.  Simply ask the other dog owner to call their dog off.  If the other owner does not respond, calmly approach the dogs, clap your hands, make noise, or body block until the other dog stops.  Leash your dog and move to another area of the park.
Fetch:  Playing fetch with your dog at the dog park can create competition for space and toys.  It is unrealistic and unfair to expect other people and dogs to work around you.  Favorite toys brought from home often pose a particular problem (this is MY toy)  Please limit playing fetch to places or times when the dog park is not crowded, or simply leave this game at home.  
Remember that by nature, dogs tend to create hierarchies in social situation.  At the dog park, these hierarchies change with every new dog and every new day.  Some days you are up and some days you are down.  Dogs know this, so do not be overly protective.  Sometimes it can be hard to tell the difference between normal social behaviors and something more serious.  But if your pooch keeps going back for more, it is probably play. 
--------------------------------------------------------
That is all for now.  Woof!  Stay in touch through our web site at:  www.lansingunleashed.com
_________________________________________________

Our organization does most of its direct mail communication via email to save on postage costs.  Email addresses are used for information on dog parks and dog related events and are not shared with third parties.  Paid members without email access will receive mailings through the U.S. Postal Service.

To unsubscribe from Lansing Unleashed eNews, send an email to info@lansingdogparks.com with UNSUBSCRIBE in the subject line.  
