Lansing Unleashed eNews:  April 21, 2005
Hello, Friends of Greater Lansing Dog Parks:  

Welcome to our April 2005 eNewsletter issue.  In this eNewsletter:  

1.  General Membership Meeting on Monday, April 25 at 7 p.m.

2.  Pet First Aid Offered 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Saturday, April 30

3.  Dog Days of Summer on Saturday, April 23 at Oldsmobile Park
4.  Dog Paddle on Friday, May 6 from 5:30 to 8 p.m.
5.  Victorian Day Parade with Your Dog on Saturday, May 7
6.  Happy Tails Dog Walk on Saturday, May 14 from 1 to 3 p.m.
7.  
Welcome to New and Renewing Members

8.  Getting Ready For The Dog Park, A Continuing Series
1.  General Membership Meeting on Monday, April 25 at 7 p.m.:  Be sure to join us for our quarterly membership meeting at Foster Community Center on April 25.  You will hear about our goals for 2005, the new affiliate buying program coming to the website, upcoming events and more.  We are very pleased to have Jamie McAloon-Lampman join us for a program on the exciting changes happening with Ingham County Animal Control and Shelter.  We have a door prize and a 50:50 drawing at each meeting.  For a complete agenda, visit the calendar page on our website at http://www.lansingdogparks.com/calendar.html 
2.  Pet First Aid Offered 9 a.m. – 1 p.m. on Saturday, April 30:   Let us help you to learn how to help your pets survive a medical emergency or to handle basic first aid needs.  Included is how to prevent injuries to your pets and how to care for them when accidents happen.  The content of this four-hour workshop is approved by the American Red Cross (ARC) and is taught using ARC guidelines.  Our instructor, Linda VanBuskirk, is certified in First Aid, CPR, Emergency Response and Lifeguarding by the ARC.
The four-hour class will be held from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. on April 30 at the Michigan Protection and Advocacy conference room in Lansing.  Cost is $40 for nonmembers and $35 for members of FGLDP.  Additional members of the same household may register for $25.  Cost includes one copy of Pet First Aid, written by Bobbie Mammato, DVM, MPH.  Class size is limited to allow hands on practice.  Pre-registration is requested by Friday, April 22.  For complete class information, including registration instructions, visit our website at www.lansingdogparks.com 

3.  Dog Days of Summer on Saturday, April 23 at Oldsmobile Park:   The 2005 Dog Days of Summer are coming early to Lansing on Saturday, April 23 at 4:05 p.m. for the Lugnuts game at Oldsmobile Park.  Well behaved dogs with their owner are welcome in the lawn seats at the baseball game on this special day.  Tickets may be purchased directly from the Lugnuts ticket office at $6.50 per dog and person combination, with a total of 300 tickets available.  Please purchase in advance for this event; it fills up fast.  For information visit the Gone 2 the Dogs Events page at http://www.gone2thedogs.biz 
4.  Dog Paddle on Friday, May 6 from 5:30 to 8 p.m.:  It is spring and that means it is time for our annual dog swim on the beach at Hawk Island County Park, 1601 Cavanaugh, Lansing.  Hawk Island is between Aurelius Road and Pennsylvania Avenue and just south of the future site of our dog park. Those who have attended our past swims will tell you what a wonderful time the dogs and their owners have.  Ingham County is kind enough to allow us to use their beach for this one evening, so make good use of the fun in the sun.  Admission cost is $5 per dog for members and $10 per dog for nonmembers.  All owners get in free.  If you are not a member now, you can join at the event and your membership cost will be included in the admission price. 

As with any wet and wild swim party, there are a few rules:  

a. Two dogs allowed per adult handler;

b. Dogs must wear their current licenses and be leashed when out of the water;

c. An adult must accompany dogs and kids;

d. Dogs are allowed on the beach area only; and

e. Owners must be prepared to enter the water to assist their dogs.

The dog swim has become one of our major fundraising events and we are looking for volunteers to assist us at the admission gate and on the beach front.  If you are interested in volunteering for an hour and half shift, please call Cindy Ballard at 517.974.3103.  We again thank the Lansing Parks and Recreation Department for cosponsoring this event.
5.  Victorian Day Parade with Your Dog on Saturday, May 7:  Our group is invited to join the walkers in the Victorian Day Parade on Saturday, May 7 in Grand Ledge.  Wear your best attempt at Victorian dress for yourself or your dog; some of us are planning to wear our dog parks T shirts and Victorian hats as we walk behind our banner, with dog on leash, of course.  Please call Sue Yancey at 517.321.6894 (evenings or weekend) or email crested@sbcglobal.net if you are planning to walk.  Walkers will meet at South Bridge and Scott Streets, one block south of the light in Grand Ledge.  Parking is available in the church lot or bank lot on nearby corners.

6.  Happy Tails Dog Walk on Saturday, May 14 from 1 to 3 p.m.:  The Lansing Parks and Recreation Dept. is sponsoring its second annual Happy Tails Dog Walk on our behalf.  Meet and register at Elm Park, located on Elm Street just west of Cedar, then walk the river trail at your own pace for less than a mile to Moores Park with a stop for water on the way back.  Your return trip on the River Trail will end at River Point Park, where there will be information on dog care, health, grooming and related products.  Charge is $3 per dog or $5 for two dogs.  All proceeds from the walk will go toward the dog park.  Free bandanas for your dog and T-shirts for you are part of the deal.  Mark your calendar and plan to join us.  

7.  Benefits of Membership and Renewal Time:  Becoming a member or renewing your membership is a great way to demonstrate your support for the dog park.  Our membership year for FGLDP is June 1 through May 31.  To encourage new members, we are offering membership through May 2006 to those who become members now.  Membership benefits include the Member Pet Gallery (put your dog’s picture and profile on our website), discounts on admission to our events and on our merchandise.  The basic membership cost is only $15 per individual and $25 per household.  Memberships at higher premium levels will help us to open our dog park sooner. Recruit a friend to become a member through our secure online membership page: https://app.etapestry.com/hosted/FriendsofGreaterLansingDog/OnlineGiving.html  Questions can be directed to Suzanne Yancey, Membership Chair, by phone at 517.321. 6894 (evenings or weekends) or email at crested@sbcglobal.net  
8.  Getting Ready for the Dog Park, A Continuing Series: 

 Thanks to our friends at ROMP (Responsible Owners of Mannerly Pets) for their advice with this column.  
Did you know that mixing leashed and unleashed dogs creates tension and often causes trouble?  Use a leash only as a temporary form of control in the dog park.  You must have your dog on leash as you travel to the entrance to the park.  Once you get through the first gate of the double gated area and close the gate behind you, you can let your dog off the leash to go through the second gate.  

Your dog must still be under your control at all times.  Train your dog in basic obedience.  Important commands include leave it and come.  Many dog training instructors teach with positive reinforcement methods that make training enjoyable for both you and your dog.  Start now to train your dog to be dog park ready.
--------------------------------------------------------
That is all for now.  Woof!  Stay in touch through our web site at:  www.lansingunleashed.com
_________________________________________________

Our organization does most of its direct mail communication via email to save on postage costs.  Email addresses are used for information on dog parks and dog related events and are not shared with third parties.  Paid members without email access will receive mailings through the U.S. Postal Service.

To unsubscribe from Lansing Unleashed eNews, send an email to info@lansingdogparks.com with UNSUBSCRIBE in the subject line.  
