Lansing Unleashed eNews:  June 27, 2005

Hello, Friends of Greater Lansing Dog Parks:  

Welcome to our June 2005 eNewsletter issue.  In this eNewsletter:  

1. Lansing Independence Day Parade and Walk with Your Dog on Monday, July 4
2. Pooch Precision Team Practicing Now for the Parade
3. 2005 Dog Days of Summer at Oldsmobile Park Lansing Lugnuts Game on Monday, July 11 at 7:05 p.m.
4. General Membership Meeting and Hands-On Agility Demonstration on Monday, July 25 starting at 7:30 p.m.  

5. Please Take the Time to Renew Your Membership 

6. Welcome to New and Renewing Members 

7. Getting Ready For The Dog Park, A Continuing Series

1.  Lansing Independence Day Parade and Walk with Your Dog on Monday, July 4:  Start off your Fourth of July Celebration with the Friends of Greater Lansing Dog Parks in downtown Lansing at the Independence Day Parade.  Bring your dog (on leash, of course) and meet us at Washington Avenue and Hillsdale Street between 10:30 and 10:45 a.m. on Monday, July 4; the parade begins at 11 a.m.  We will be walking behind our small Pooch Precision Team, making its debut appearance at the parade.

We have kept it simple this year with just our marching unit and the Pooch Precision Team.  Marchers are invited to wear their red dog park T-shirt or just a red shirt.  We will have Happy Tails Dog Walk bandanas available for your dog so that walkers have a similar look for the parade.
For a map of the route, visit the City of Lansing site at:  http://apps.cityoflansingmi.com:8000/newsevents/releases/July_4,_2005_Parade_Route_and_Meter_Caps36226.pdf 

We would like to know how many dogs and people to plan for so, if you can make it, send us an email at:  info@lansingdogparks.com with your names and number of dogs.  One dog per adult handler, please.  Come anyway if you find you are free on July 4, even if you do not have time to respond.  It should be fun and a good way to meet other dog park supporters.
2.  Pooch Precision Team Practicing Now for the Parade:  Our small PPT is busily preparing for the July 4 parade with the help of our friends from the Obedience Training Club of Lansing, Ann Williams and Lisa Sullivan.  They have their routine in place and hope to bring a little amusement to the parade watchers on Independence Day.  With the dogs in bright red, white and blue bandanas and their owners in the same colors, they will certainly look marvelous!  Our new member, Alex Chodakowski of Busy Paws Dog Training, donated the doggie bandanas for the team.  Thanks, Alex.   
3.  2005 Dog Days of Summer at Oldsmobile Park Lansing Lugnuts Game on Monday, July 11 at 7:05 p.m.  The Dog Days of Summer sponsored by Gone 2 the Dogs has been rescheduled to July 11.  You can purchase your tickets at Oldsmobile Park or use your tickets from April 23, which are good for this game.  The cost is $6.50 per dog (one ticket allows in one person and one dog). Dogs must be leashed at all times. Come on out and join the fun.  For more information contact Gone 2 the Dogs at 517-853-8313
4.  General Membership Meeting and Hands-On Agility Demonstration on Monday, July 25 starting at 7:30 p.m.  A brief Membership Meeting will begin at 7:30 p.m. immediately followed by Janet Geissler Holoweiko demonstrating agility training.  Agility is a sport in which dogs run an obstacle course. Directed by their handlers, they run through tunnels, hurdle jumps, scale an A-frame, zigzag through weave poles and more. It is a sport any dog can do competitively or just for fun and exercise. Former FGLDP President Janet is the owner of MI Dog Agility, an agility training business that also is a licensed United Kennel Club agility organization. Her beagle, Jester, has achieved the UKC Agility Champion Excellent title, the highest possible ranking. At our July meeting, Janet will explain and demonstrate the sport of agility. Then you and your dog will have an opportunity to try out some of the obstacles, under the supervision of experienced agility handlers. The program charge is $5 for FGLDP members and $10 for nonmembers (the charge can be applied toward dues if you join that night).  The meeting will be held at Janets home at 12634 Lydia Lane in Grand Ledge. Directions: From I-96, take the Saginaw Street (M-43) exit west toward Grand Ledge. Go west on Saginaw to Nixon Road. Turn right (north) on Nixon. Nixon ends at Willow Highway; turn left (west) onto Willow. Go exactly one mile to Lydia Lane, a private dirt road on the left (south) side of the street. The house is the first one on the left (but the second driveway). You may park on the grass or in the street.   If you bring your dog, make sure the dog is wearing a regular buckle or quick-release collar (no choke or slip collars) and a regular leash, no longer than 6 feet (no retractable leashes or slip leads). One dog per handler, please.  You may also want to bring a chair, water for you and your dog and bug spray. 
5.  Please Take the Time to Renew Your Membership:  Our membership year began June 1, so NOW is the time to renew your membership for the new year. We need you to renew your membership and recruit your dog loving friends to join.  We must be able to demonstrate to potential major donors to our upcoming capital development campaign that we have broad support throughout the Greater Lansing area.  Please take time today to renew – we need your help now.  Your membership benefits include the Member Pet Gallery (dog pictures and profiles on our website), great discounts on admission to our events (such as the upcoming Agility Demo on July 25 and our next Dog Paddle Swim at Hawk Island on September 17) and on all our merchandise (we now have T-shirts, sweatshirts, and hoodies).  The basic membership cost is only $15 per individual and $25 per household.  Memberships at higher premium levels help us to open the dog park sooner. You can renew and have your friends join through our secure online membership page: https://app.etapestry.com/hosted/FriendsofGreaterLansingDog/OnlineGiving.html  Questions can be directed to Suzanne Yancey, Membership Chair, by phone at 517-321-6894 (evenings or weekends) or email at crested@sbcglobal.net 
6.  Welcome to New and Renewing Members:  Welcome to our new and renewing members:  Ellen Ross, Brad Vauter, Christine Reich, Alex Chodakowski of Busy Paws Dog Training, Laura Jane Chemacki and Christine Reedy of Two Paws Up Dog Training.

7.  Getting Ready for the Dog Park, A Continuing Series:  Since we are all in the throes of summer heat in Michigan, it is timely to review some general hints for keeping our dogs cool and collected in the hot weather.
Here are some reminder tips collected from the Dog Owner’s Guide at www.canismajor.com 
a) Always provide plenty of shade and water for dogs while they are outside.

b) Always bring water when traveling with a pet, even if it is a short distance.

c) Sidewalks get hot in the sun, so take walks in early morning or later afternoon after the heat of the day has passed.

d) Do not leave a dog in the car, even under a tree with the windows cracked open.  Shade moves and slightly open windows do not provide necessary relief from the stifling heat that builds inside a car in the sun.
e) Do not push dogs to play and exercise in hot weather unless they are in good physical shape and are accustomed to the heat.

f) Dogs can be irritable in hot weather and should be protected from the boisterous attention of kids.

--------------------------------------------------------

That is all for now.  Woof!  Stay in touch through our web site at:  www.lansingunleashed.com 
_________________________________________________________________________
Our organization does most of its direct mail communication via email to save on postage costs.  Email addresses are used for information on dog parks and dog related events and are not shared with third parties.  Paid members without email access will receive mailings through the U.S. Postal Service.

To unsubscribe from Lansing Unleashed eNews, send an email to info@lansingdogparks.com with UNSUBSCRIBE in the subject line.  

