Lansing Unleashed eNews:  July 11, 2005

Hello, Friends of Greater Lansing Dog Parks:  

Welcome to our July 2005 eNewsletter issue.  In this eNewsletter:  

1. General Membership Meeting on Monday, July 25 at 7:30 p.m.
2. Bring Your Dog to the Hands-On Agility Demonstration to follow Membership Meeting on Monday, July 25.  

3. The Dogs, The Crowds, The Music, The Parade - July 4 a Success
4. Save the Date:  September 16, 2005 Next Dog Paddle at Hawk Island
5. Please Take Time to Renew Your Membership Now 

6. Welcome to New and Renewing Members
7. Thanks to our State Employees Combined Campaign Donors
8. Getting Ready For The Dog Park, A Continuing Series

1.  General Membership Meeting on Monday, July 25 at 7:30 p.m.:  A brief General Membership Meeting and Agility Demonstration (see following item) will be held at the home of our former FGLDP President, Janet Holoweiko, 12634 Lydia Lane in Grand Ledge.  The agenda includes:  1) Minutes of April 25 general meeting; 2) Progress report; 3) Pooch Precision Team update; and 4) Upcoming Events.  Directions: From I-96, take the Saginaw Street (M-43) exit west toward Grand Ledge.  Go west on Saginaw to Nixon Road.  Turn right (north) on Nixon. Nixon dead-ends at Willow Highway; turn left (west) onto Willow.  Go exactly 1 mile to Lydia Lane, a private dirt road on the left (south) side of the street.  Janet's house is the first one on the left (but the second driveway).  You may park on the grass or on the road. 
2.  Bring Your Dog to the Hands-On Agility Demonstration to Follow the Membership Meeting on Monday, July 25:  Agility is a sport in which dogs run an obstacle course.  Directed by their handlers, they run through tunnels, hurdle jumps, scale an A-frame, zigzag through weave poles and more.  It is a sport any dog can do competitively or just for fun and exercise.  Janet Holoweiko, former FGLDP President, will be demonstrating agility training.  Janet is the owner of MI Dog Agility, an agility training business that also is a licensed United Kennel Club agility organization.  Her beagle, Jester, has achieved the UKC Agility Champion Excellent title, the highest possible ranking.  At our July meeting, Janet will explain and demonstrate the sport of agility.  Then you and your dog will have an opportunity to try out some of the obstacles, under the supervision of experienced agility handlers.  The program charge is $5 for FGLDP members and $10 for nonmembers (the charge can be applied toward dues if you join that night).  If you bring your dog, make sure the dog is wearing a regular buckle or quick-release collar (no choke or slip collars) and a regular leash, no longer than 6 feet (no retractable leashes or slip leads).  One dog per handler, please.  You may also want to bring a chair, water for you and your dog and bug spray. 
3.  The Dogs, The Crowds, The Music, The Parade - July 4 a Success:  We had a great turnout at the Independence Day Parade on July 4 in downtown Lansing.  The Pooch Precision Team (PPT) wowed the crowd.  The walkers and their dogs were a sea of red shirts.  We were the most exciting marchers in the parade (of course we are not biased).  We were interviewed by the local news media and we hope you caught the news stories that evening.  Our thanks go out to the Obedience Training Club of Lansing, especially Ann Williams and Lisa Sullivan, for their support of the PPT and our efforts.  We also want to thank Alex Chodakowski of Busy Paws Dog Training, who donated the doggie bandanas for the team.  Keep your eyes peeled for future PPT events.
4.  Save the Date:  September 16, 2005 next Dog Paddle at Hawk Island  Our next dog swim will be on Friday, September 16, 2005 from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. at Hawk Island County Park in Lansing.  Further details in our August E-newsletter.

5.  Please Take Time to Renew Your Membership Now:  Our new membership year started June 1 (June 1-May 31 annual membership).  If you haven’t done so yet, NOW is the time to renew your membership for the current year.  Your membership benefits include the Member Pet Gallery (put your dog’s picture and profile on our website), great discounts on admission to our events (such as the upcoming Agility Demo on Monday, July 25 and our next Dog Paddle Swim at Hawk Island on Friday, September 16) and on all our merchandise. (We now have tee-shirts and regular or hooded sweatshirts.)  
The basic membership cost is only $15 per individual and $25 per household or business.  Join or renew at a higher level ($50 Big Dog; $100 Bronze Bone; $250 Silver Bone; $500 Gold Bone; or $1,000 Best in Show) and you will help us to open our dog park sooner.  Renew and have your friends join through our secure online membership page: https://app.etapestry.com/hosted/FriendsofGreaterLansingDog/OnlineGiving.html  Questions can be directed to Suzanne Yancey, Membership Chair, by phone at 517.321.6894 (evenings or weekends) or email at crested@sbcglobal.net .
6.  Welcome to New and Renewing Members:  Welcome to these recent new and renewing members: Jen Quimby, Karen Roth, Malinda Hudkins, Kris Elsesser, Jean Hamelin, Patricia Quinn, Karen DeShon and Kathy and Tom Petroni.
7.  Thanks to our State Employees Combined Campaign Donors:  We want to take this opportunity to thank our dog park donors at the State of Michigan.  We know you are out there but we do not know your names – yet.  Capital Area United Way promises to send us a complete listing of all who were willing to share your names with us.  We will acknowledge you personally in a future issue.  In the meantime, if you have donated through the SECC, please drop us an email at info@lansingdogparks.com and let us know.
8.  Getting Ready for the Dog Park, A Continuing Series:  Thanks to our friends at ROMP (Responsible Owners of Mannerly Pets) for their advice with this column.  

Many dogs LOVE rambunctious play, but some do not.  Learn how to tell the difference.  If your pooch keeps going back for more, it is probably play.  Common social behaviors include wrestling, chasing and pouncing.  Bouncy, inefficient, joyous movement distinguishes these play behaviors from the corresponding “lock and load” predatory behavior.  Growling and mouthing are also common.  Growling or snapping usually occurs when another dog is pushy or violates personal space by getting too close too fast.  This is a normal and often justified reaction to a rude or persistent dog.  Herding behaviors:  By nature herding breeds are neck, heel, or butt “biters”.  The biting behavior is nippy and mischievous in nature but rarely harmful.  However, it should be stopped if it is threatening or annoying to another dog or owner.  Learn to read your dog and avoid situations that are stressful.  Keep moving.
--------------------------------------------------------

That is all for now.  Woof!  Stay in touch through our web site at:  www.lansingunleashed.com _________________________________________________

Our organization does most of its direct mail communication via email to save on postage costs.  Email addresses are used for information on dog parks and dog related events and are not shared with third parties.  Paid members without email access will receive mailings through the U.S. Postal Service.

To unsubscribe from Lansing Unleashed eNews, send an email to info@lansingdogparks.com  with UNSUBSCRIBE in the subject line.  

