Lansing Unleashed eNews:  August 25, 2005

Hello, Friends of Greater Lansing Dog Parks:  

Welcome to our August 2005 eNewsletter issue.  In this eNewsletter:  

1. Dog Paddle Swim on Friday, September 16 from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. at Hawk Island County Park
2. See Our Display at the Capital Area Humane Society Walk for The Animals on Saturday, September 17 from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at Fitzgerald Park, Grand Ledge 
3. Lansing Parks Millage Vote on August 2 a Success
4. Hold The Date: Costumes and Cocktails Party on Friday, October 28 from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. at the Spotted Dog Café in downtown Lansing
5. Please Renew Your Membership Now 

6. Picture Your Pet on the Website – For Members Only

7. Welcome to New and Renewing Members
8. Getting Ready For The Dog Park, A Continuing Series

1.   Dog Paddle Swim on Friday, September 16 from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. at Hawk Island County Park:  It is fall and that means it is time for our semi-annual dog swim on the beach at Hawk Island County Park, 1601 Cavanaugh, Lansing.  Hawk Island is between Aurelius Road and Pennsylvania Avenue and just south of the future site of our dog park.  Ingham County Parks is kind enough to allow us to use their beach only twice a year (once in the spring and once again in the fall), so make good use of the fun in the sun.  Admission cost is $5 per dog for members and $10 per dog for nonmembers.  All owners get in free.  You can renew or become a new member at the event and your admission cost will be included in the membership fee. 

There are a few special beach party rules in addition to standard dog park etiquette:  

a. Two dogs allowed per adult handler;

b. Dogs must wear their current licenses and be leashed when not in the water;

c. An adult must accompany dogs and kids;

d. Dogs are allowed on the beach area only (see signs for designated area) and

e. Owners must be prepared to enter the water to assist their dogs.

The dog swim has become one of our major fundraising events and we are looking for volunteers to assist us at the admission gate and on the beach front.  If you are interested in volunteering for a shift (that will still allow you time to attend the Dog Paddle with your dog), please call Cindy Ballard at 517-974-3103.  We also have a flier on our website that you can download and post around town to help us publicize the event.  Go to www.lansingunleashed.com and check the front page or our Events page.  We are very grateful to the Lansing Parks and Recreation Department for cosponsoring this event.

2.   See our Display at the Capital Area Humane Society (CAHS) Walk for the Animals on Saturday, September 17 from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at Fitzgerald Park, Grand Ledge:  Join us Saturday morning (if you are not too tired from the big Friday night swim party) at the CAHS annual Walk for the Animals.  We will have our display in the Vendor tent area.  This is the biggest fundraising event of the year by CAHS to raise funds for mid-Michigan homeless and abandoned pets.  Please follow the link for further information about the walk and how you can participate:  http://www.cahs-lansing.org/walk.html.
3.  Lansing Parks Millage Vote on August 2 a Success:  Earlier this month more than 65 percent of the voters of Lansing said yes to the five-year parks millage renewal.  As you recall from our July special issue of this newsletter, the executive board of FGLDP passed a resolution in support of the renewal of the City of Lansing Park Millage.  The park millage is the source being used by the City of Lansing to match the $5,000 challenge grant, issued by Ingham County, for our proposed dog park.  Thanks to all of you for your support as we move ahead with our dog park project.
4.   Hold the Date:  Costumes and Cocktails Party on Friday, October 28 from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. at the Spotted Dog Café in downtown Lansing:  We are still finalizing the details with our friends at the Spotted Dog Café but pencil in a fun event the evening of Friday, October 28 to include you and your canine companion.  Tickets are $15 (in advance only) with an opportunity to donate the full ticket price to our dog park project.  Details will follow in a future issue. 

5.  Please Renew Your Membership Now:  Our new membership year started June 1 (June 1-May 31 annual membership).  If you have not done so yet these are the best of times to renew your membership for the current year.  Your membership benefits include the Member Pet Gallery (put a picture of your dog and  a profile on our website), great discounts on admission to our events (such as the upcoming Dog Paddle Swim at Hawk Island on Friday, September 16) and on all our merchandise. (We now have tee-shirts and regular or hooded sweatshirts.)  
The basic membership cost is only $15 per individual and $25 per household or business.  Join or renew at a higher level ($50 Big Dog; $100 Bronze Bone; $250 Silver Bone; $500 Gold Bone; or $1,000 Best in Show) and you will help us to open our dog park sooner.  Renew and have your friends join through our secure online membership page: https://app.etapestry.com/hosted/FriendsofGreaterLansingDog/OnlineGiving.html  Questions can be directed to Suzanne Yancey, Membership Chair, by phone at 517.321.6894 (evenings or weekends) or email at crested@sbcglobal.net .
6.  Picture Your Pet on the Website-For Members Only:  Remember that one of our more fun member benefits is the opportunity for you to have your pet pictured on our web site.  Please visit the Gallery Index at http://www.lansingdogparks.com/pet_gallery_index.html for information about how to submit your picture for display on the site.  We want to build our album of member pets for all to see!
7.  Welcome to New and Renewing Members:  Welcome to these recent new and renewing members:  Cindy and Robert Ballard, Janet and Jeff Holoweiko, Robin Mitschke, Cecil Miller, Jacklyn L. Jackson, Brandess and Keenon Wallace, Christine Shafer, Patricia Knight, Marie Dimitrijevic, Julie Larson and Dee Hurlbert, Kathleen and William Hoag, Janice Meyers, Sandra Murphy, Pamela Straight, Dyana Males, Dana and Lynda French, Jason Southwell, Juan Holguin and Ameana Arbour.
8.  Getting Ready for the Dog Park, A Continuing Series:  Thanks to our friends at ROMP (Responsible Owners of Mannerly Pets) for their advice with this column.  

Here are some facts of life at the dog park:  1) Accidents happen.  Injuries, some serious, can occur at off-leash sites.  Sometimes they involve another dog, sometimes they are like a sports injury.  Train your dog in basic obedience including not allowing your dog to bully or harass other dogs.  2) Risk can be reduced.  Some activities and behaviors can cause problems at a busy dog park.  Understanding which dog behaviors and human actions are appropriate will increase safety and enjoyment for everyone.  For example, avoid bringing treats to a dog park.
  If you do use treats as a training tool, wear them high on your body so that other dogs are less likely to be attracted to your pockets.  Reward your dog AWAY from other dogs to avoid conflict and competition.  3) Human actions, not dogs, create most problems.  Observe the rules, supervise dogs closely, practice proper etiquette, report incidents to authorities, and avoid situations that may cause problems for you or your dog.  It is better to prevent a conflict than to respond to a conflict.
--------------------------------------------------------

That is all for now.  Woof!  Stay in touch through our web site at:  www.lansingunleashed.com _________________________________________________

Our organization does most of its direct mail communication via email to save on postage costs.  Email addresses are used for information on dog parks and dog related events and are not shared with third parties.  Paid members without email access will receive mailings through the U.S. Postal Service.

To unsubscribe from Lansing Unleashed eNews, send an email to info@lansingdogparks.com  with UNSUBSCRIBE in the subject line.  

