Lansing Unleashed eNews:  January 19, 2006

Hello, Friends of Greater Lansing Dog Parks:  

Welcome to our January 2006 eNewsletter issue.  In this eNewsletter:  

1.  A Wonderful Surprise Announcement for the New Year!
2.  January 23, 2006 General Membership Meeting

3.  Lansing Dog Park 2006 Officer Elections
4.  Proposed Bylaws Revisions

5.  Angel Project

6.  Mayor Bernero Transition Team Taskforce on Neighborhoods, Youth Development and Recreation
7.  Annual Appeal and New and Renewing Members
8.  Getting Ready for the Dog Park, A Continuing Series 
1.  A Wonderful Surprise Announcement for the New Year!:  This is the news we have all been anxiously waiting for and you can be the first to find out IF you are at our January 23 General Membership meeting.  We will be discussing the future of the public off-leash dog park (and it is a very bright one indeed).  So please plan to join us at the January General Membership meeting and be the first to find out what the hooting and hollering and barking is all about.

2.  January 23, 2006 General Membership Meeting:  Our next General Membership meeting is on Monday, January 23, 2006 starting at 7 p.m. at Foster Community Center, 200 N. Foster, Lansing, MI.  We will begin with a short membership meeting.  The agenda includes:

a.
Welcome with Review and Approval of October 2005 Membership Meeting Minutes

b.
Financial Report

c.
Membership Report

d.
Dog Park Status, Update and Future Directions (and Special Surprise Announcement)

e.
Election of Officers

f.
Vote on Proposed Bylaws Changes
g.
Meeting Schedule for 2006
Following our brief general meeting Christine E. Reedy, trainer and owner of Two Paws Up, will talk with us about how our dogs can be certified as Canine Good Citizens by the American Kennel Club.   The Canine Good Citizen program stresses responsible pet ownership and basic good manners for dogs.  
3.  Lansing Dog Park 2006 Officer Elections:  We will be electing our President, Vice President, Secretary and Treasurer at our General Membership Meeting on January 23, 2006.  The following individuals have agreed to serve for the 2006 year:

a.
President, Ellen Sullivan.  Ellen was 2005 President of our organization.  Ellen and her husband Mark have two Scottish Deerhounds, Rhys and Nellie.

b.
Vice President, Cindy Ballard.  Cindy has been our Vice President for the past year.  Cindy and her husband Bob have two black lab mutts, Sly and Jake.

c.
Secretary, Laura Harwin.  Laura has agreed to run again this year; she was our secretary in 2005.  She and her husband Wes have four rescue dogs:  Cookie, a Brittany mix; Ginger, a long-haired Chihuahua; Socrates, a Shepherd mix; and Trinity, a Boxer mix.
d.
Treasurer, Dana French.  Dana has been our Finance Chair for the past two years.  He and his wife Lynda have an American Eskimo named Eskey.

This is our published slate of candidates; we can also accept nominations from the floor during the January General Membership Meeting.  To be eligible for an office you must be a member with dues paid in the current year.  To vote for officers, you must also be a current member.

4. Proposed Bylaws Revisions: The proposed bylaws revisions include a change of our organization membership year to a calendar year as well as some additional language changes, most of which are not substantive.  Changes include:  updating the language in our mission statement and goals; change of membership year to calendar year (instead of June-May); clarification of language in officer responsibilities; board membership of committee chair is discretionary, based on role and need; and timing for notification of board meetings and provision of agenda.

A copy of the proposed changes is on the calendar section of our web site at www.lansingunleashed.com , along with the agenda.  Remember that you must be a current member to vote on the proposed bylaws revisions at our general membership meeting on Monday, Jan. 23.

5.  Angel Project:  The Friends of Ingham County Animal Shelter (FICAS) is excited to announce a new project they believe will make a noticeable improvement on the number of animal intakes at the Ingham County Animal Shelter.  Sadly, there are too many animals that are being taken into the shelter and not enough caring and loving homes for them. FICAS feels that fighting pet overpopulation is the key to success!  Through the Angel Project, FICAS plans to spay or neuter 1,000 dogs and cats for low-income Ingham County residents. They are enlisting local veterinarians, businesses and donors to assist in this effort. There are a number of upcoming fundraising events that FICAS is sponsoring including:  Rocking for the Paws benefit concert at 8 p.m. on February 16 at the Temple Club in Old Town Lansing; Mongolian BBQ fundraiser on March 6 in Okemos and Texas Hold Them Poker Tournament on March 19 at the Temple Club in Old Town.  For more information about the fundraisers and how you can make a donation to this very worthy cause check out the Angel Project website at http://hollystrobel.tripod.com/theangelproject/ . 
6.  Mayor Bernero Transition Team Taskforce on Neighborhoods, Youth Development and Recreation:  As part of the preparation for taking on his new role as mayor of Lansing, Virg Bernero established six Transition Team Task Forces to review and report back to him on the most important challenges and opportunities the Lansing region will face in the months and years ahead.  Our FGLDP president, Ellen Sullivan, accepted the invitation to be part of the Parks and Recreation work group on the Task Force on Neighborhoods, Youth and Recreation Task Force.  It was a good opportunity for input into future planning as well as a way to learn more about issues of concern to others in the Lansing area.  For more task force info or to check out news of the transition planning, visit www.lansingsfuture.com and leave some comments while you are there.
7.  Annual Appeal and New and Renewing Members:  In this first E-News issue of 2006, we want to say a big THANKS to all of you who responded to the 2005 Annual Appeal and to all who renewed your membership or joined for the first time as members.  We will have an updated list of members available at the Annual Meeting, and hope you will join us to find your membership in good standing for this membership year.  In our next E-News issue we will acknowledge current members who donated as well as those who saw their names in the last issue and renewed.  Your support is important to us!
8.  Getting Ready for the Dog Park, A Continuing Series:  This is our continuing series in which we cover tips and topics about understanding dog behavior at the dog park.  This month we thought you might enjoy a little seasonal information about dog paws in the snow and ice.  

The following information comes from the University of Minnesota Extension Service.  Furry pooches such as retrievers and collies often collect ice balls between the pads and toes of their feet on snowy walks.  Once formed, the ice balls are very painful.  Our dogs have been known to flop down mid-walk and start chewing at the bottoms of their feet to remove them.  To help prevent, apply a small amount of cooking oil or PAM spray to your dogs feet before setting out for a walk or hike in the snow.  Make sure you use edible oil, because the dogs will lick their paws.  
-----------------------------------------
That is all for now.  Woof!  Stay in touch through our web site at:  www.lansingunleashed.com
____________________________________________
Our organization does most of its direct mail communication via email to save on postage costs.  Email addresses are used for information on dog parks and dog related events and are not shared with third parties.  Paid members without email access will receive mailings through the U.S. Postal Service.

To unsubscribe from Lansing Unleashed eNews, send an email to info@lansingdogparks.com with UNSUBSCRIBE in the subject line.  
