Lansing Unleashed eNews November 29, 2005
Hello, Friends of Greater Lansing Dog Parks:  

Welcome to our November 2005 eNewsletter issue.  In this eNewsletter:  

1. Looking for A Few Good Women and Men to Join the Board
2. See You at Petco for 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. Doggie Holiday Items on Saturday, Dec. 3 from 11 a.m.-3 p.m. 
7. Annual Appeal 2005 Coming Soon to Your Mailbox
8. Board Sends Letter of Support for Continuing Work with Lansing Parks & Recreation Director Murdock Jemerson
9. Welcome to New and Renewing Members
10. Getting Ready for the Dog Park, A Continuing Series
11. 
12. 
1.   






 Looking for A Few Good Women and Men to Join the Board:  The Friends will be holding board elections at the Annual General Membership meeting on Monday, January 23, 2005 at 7 p.m. at Foster Community Center.  We are hoping you would consider volunteering for a board position or nominating someone you know.  The positions up for election are President, Vice President, Secretary and Treasurer.  This is a wonderful way to become more active in our all volunteer organization and a good way to meet new friends.  We have position descriptions for all the board positions and would be happy to send you the details if you are not quite sure.  Send your inquiries and all nominations by December 10, 2004 to Friends Nominating Committee at ballardrcm@comcast.net.  Please consider submitting your name for a board position, or just let us know in what other way you might want to help.  
2.  See You at Petco for Doggie Holiday Items on Saturday, Dec. 3 from 11 a.m.-3 p.m.:  It is finally here and none too soon for the holiday season!  Please join us at Petco to get in on some great holiday gift shopping for you and your furry friends.  We will be selling doggie ornaments, magnets and bandanas at our display booth at Petco.  This is a fun way to support our organization and check off names on your holiday gift giving list.
3.  Annual Appeal 2005 Coming Soon to Your Mailbox:  You will soon receive a letter or email that we are forwarding from your dog.  Once again we have received a number of these requests from your faithful companions. They are anxious for the park to open so they can run free with other dogs.   You can help to move the park forward by sending a holiday gift for your dog in the envelope provided.  For those of you who want to contribute online, remember we have a secure page on our website which will allow you to donate using your credit card.  To donate online, it is as easy as following this link to our website:  https://app.etapestry.com/hosted/FriendsofGreaterLansingDog/OnlineGiving.html.  Any amount will help will move us closer to our goal of opening an off leash dog park for the greater Lansing area.
4.  Board Sends Letter of Support for Continuing Work with Lansing Parks & Recreation Director Murdock Jemerson:  At its November meeting the board of Friends of Greater Lansing Dog Parks resolved to send a letter in support of current Parks & Recreation Director Murdock Jemerson to Mayor-Elect Virg Bernero.  As many of you know, department heads in the city serve at the will of the mayor and may be replaced when there is a change of administration.  We have worked with Mr. Jemerson since the idea for a dog park in Lansing was first proposed in February 2001.  Drawing on the successful experiences of his colleagues in the parks and recreation profession, he has been a strong supporter of the dog park for the greater Lansing area.  For those of you who would like to send your own input for the new mayor to consider, write to him and his transition team at www.lansingsfuture.com with your ideas.  

5.  Welcome to New and Renewing Members:   This month we are doing a little catch-up on our welcome messages.  Many new and renewing members joined us at the Dog Paddle and also online in the past few months.  A big doggie kiss goes out to:  Emily Stevens, Sherri Hawkins, Timothy Makinen, Susan Merkle, Mary Ellen Shea, Nancy Stark & Ben Wells, Dave & Emily Desrochers, Gayle Durnin, Ruth Kempke, Michael Keeney, Ann Williams, Mary Ellen Lundeberg, Hope Lovell, Brenna Green, Seth Gershenson, Jessica Fairbanks, Christa Christensen, Gloria Lewis, Carleen Samann, Todd Parker, Margaret Dobrick Burns, Paula Clegg, Kathy Dickenson, Candace Ebbinghaus, Sue & Stephan Hammar, Ann Siegle, and Carolee Ware.
6.  Getting Ready for the Dog Park, A Continuing Series:  Thanks to our friends at ROMP (Responsible Owners of Mannerly Pets) in Minneapolis/St. Paul for their advice with this column.

The facts of life at the dog park are that even the best-trained dogs are not always on perfect behavior.  Though serious fights are uncommon, they do happen.  It helps to know in advance how to respond to fighting dogs.  Do not reach in to separate fighting dogs without attempting some form of distraction.  Jackets and water bottles are good to use as distraction tools.  By squirting water in the dogs face or covering it with a jacket, you can distract the dogs long enough to separate them.  Once separated, leash up and move to another area or leave the park for another day.  
Above all, always take responsibility for the actions of your dog!  By state law, you are responsible for damage or injuries inflicted by your dog.  Offer to pay for vet bills, doctor bills, and replace damaged property.  Involved persons should exchange names and phone numbers.  Report serious incidents to posted park authorities.









------------------------------------
That is all for now.  Woof!  Stay in touch through our web site at:  www.lansingunleashed.com ________________________
Our organization does most of its direct mail communication via email to save on postage costs.  Email addresses are used for information on dog parks and dog related events and are not shared with third parties.  Paid members without email access will receive mailings through the U.S. Postal Service.

To unsubscribe from Lansing Unleashed eNews, send an email to info@lansingdogparks.com  with UNSUBSCRIBE in the subject line.  

