Lansing Unleashed eNews:  May 27, 2005
Hello, Friends of Greater Lansing Dog Parks:  

Welcome to our May 2005 eNewsletter issue.  In this eNewsletter:  

1.  Dog Paddle a Wonderful Success
2.  Join Us at the Mayor’s Riverwalk On Saturday, June 4th 

3.  Happy Tails Dog Walk Was Wet and Wild
4.  Hold the Date to Parade with Us in Lansing on Monday, July 4th 
5.  Pooch Precision Team Volunteers Needed for July 4
6.  Save the Date for Our Next General Membership Meeting on Monday, July 25th

7.  
Welcome to New and Renewing Members

8.  Getting Ready For The Dog Park, A Continuing Series
1.  Dog Paddle Swim Party on May 6 at Hawk Island County Park:  The Dog Paddle was a wonderful success!  We had close to 90 dogs on the beach and while there was plenty of wet fur flying, everyone had fun.  Just as importantly we raised close to $1200 for our future dog park.  We also had 27 new members join our organization at the event.  We want to thank Ingham County Parks Department and Lansing Parks and Recreation Department for their support.  We would also like to thank our loyal volunteers for making the Swim Party such a success.  Mark your calendars for our next Dog Paddle to be held on Friday, September 16th from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. at Hawk Island County Park. It promises to be tons of fun.
2.  Join Us at the Mayor’s Riverwalk on Saturday Morning, June 4th:   Volunteers are needed to help promote the dog park during the Mayor’s River Walk in Lansing on June 4.  We will be setting up our display and passing out information at end of the walk at the Turner-Dodge House, 100 E. North Street.  Plan to meet there at 9:00 a.m.  Over 1,000 people are expected to participate in the walk, so it’s a great opportunity to create awareness about the dog park.   Please contact Laura Harwin at harwin26@sbcglobal.net or (517) 372-7572 if you would like to help out.  The Mayor’s River Walk is an annual family fun event sponsored by the City of Lansing.   The 3-mile walk begins at 9 a.m. at Potter Park Zoo with registration starting 8 a.m.  T-shirts are available for the first 1,000 walkers.  Well-behaved dogs (on leash, of course) are permitted to join in the walk.
 

3.  Happy Tails Dog Walk on May 14th was Wet and Wild:   It started out soggy but soon the sun came out and so did the dogs.  We had over 30 dogs come out for the dog walk along Lansing’s River Trail.  We also raised $300 and had 4 new members join us at the event.  We would like to thank Mark Simon, Walk Coordinator, and his fabulous fellow staffers at Lansing Parks and Recreation Dept. for their organizing work and for getting wet with us.  A special woof of thanks goes out to Tom & Valerie Metevier of Wag’n Tails Pet Resort, who collected donations for nail trims, then matched the donations for our dog park.  Thanks also to Slick Shirts, Soldan’s and Wag’n Tails for giveaways at the walk.  
4.  Hold the Date to Parade with Us in Lansing on Monday, July 4th:  We are again planning to walk in the Independence Day Parade in Lansing.  This year the parade will be held on Monday, July 4, the real holiday, and is open to marching units and floats.  We are planning a special marching unit, our newly forming Pooch Precision Team (PPT).  See the next item for details.  Even if you and your dog do not feel ready for the PPT option, join us to walk with your dog.  You and your dog can enjoy the summer day while helping us to bring attention to the dog park project.  We will meet about 10 a.m. to get our unit ready to march in the 11 a.m. parade.  Check the June eNews or the web site for info and to tell us you’re coming.

5.  Pooch Precision Team Volunteers Needed for July 4 Parade:  Our Friends of Greater Lansing Dog Parks group is forming the Pooch Precision Team (PPT) to march in the July 4 parade.  With help from our friends at the Obedience Training Club (OTC) we are creating a small marching unit for good dogs to show their stuff and promote the park.  Credit for the idea goes to our friends at ROMP (Responsible Owners of Mannerly Pets) in St. Paul, who perform with their own Canine Marching Unit in their area.  Though we do not have lots of time to prepare, we want to give it a try just for fun.  If you and your dog are willing to practice a few times with us prior to July 4 (evenings and weekends), please let us know.  We would like to find about 10-12 dogs for the team and you will meet some fun people in the process.  For more information or to volunteer yourself and your dog, call Suzanne Yancey at 517.321. 6894 (evenings or weekends) or email at crested@sbcglobal.net.  You may also email us at info@lansingdogparks.com for info.  
5.  Save the Date for Our Next General Membership Meeting on Monday, July 25th:  Our next General Membership Meeting will be held at Janet Geissler Holoweiko’s house in Grand Ledge on Monday, July 25 at 7:30 p.m.  For those of you new to our organization, Janet was our past president.  Janet will be demonstrating agility training and you and your dog will have an opportunity to try out the tunnels and totters and other fun agility apparatus at the meeting. The cost of the event will be $5 per dog for members and $10 per dog for non-members.  This is a wonderful way to test out how your dog likes agility training, please plan on joining us.



6.  Welcome to New and Renewing Members and Benefits of Membership:  Becoming a member or renewing your membership is a great way to demonstrate your support for the dog park.  Our membership year for FGLDP is June 1 through May 31.  Membership benefits include the Member Pet Gallery (put your dog’s picture and profile on our website), discounts on admission to our events and on our merchandise.  The basic membership cost is only $15 per individual and $25 per household.  Memberships at higher premium levels will help us to open our dog park sooner. Recruit a friend to become a member through our secure online membership page: https://app.etapestry.com/hosted/FriendsofGreaterLansingDog/OnlineGiving.html  Questions can be directed to Suzanne Yancey, Membership Chair, by phone at 517.321. 6894 (evenings or weekends) or email at crested@sbcglobal.net.  Now let’s get to our long list of new and renewing members: Jim and Linda Williams; Gigi Grigas-Somers; Rebecca Vanvelzor; Teresa Pietrzak; Valerie Lewis; Kelly Adams; Kelly Allen; Jan Baker; Julie and Jeffrey Baker;  Lacy Baldwin; Kathy Barker; Jana Bowman; the Cavanaugh Family; Daisy DeHaven; Emile Everson; Nicole Fortner; Michele Gleason; Kathy Haviland; Heather Hunt; Debra Johnson; Mindy and Patricia Jones; Clyde Keep; Pam and Kurt Kesler; Camala Kinder; Teresa Koppin; Thoralf and Victoria Hoelzer-Maddox; Andrea Mainguy; Terence McDonnell; Barb McNeice; Amy Sue Melville; Roslyn Riddle; Lisa Sahr; Mark Schmidt and Dan Sapp; Kris Simon; Lori Smith and Lisa Britton; Emily Stevens; Debbie Hughes and David Snyder; Janet Waterstradt; Howard Wright; Suzanne Yancey; Penny Snellenberger; Brenda and Doug Austin; Cathy Bauer; Samantha Florian; Tom Baird, Ruth Dukelow and Cara Ann-Marie Preston.
7.  Getting Ready for the Dog Park, A Continuing Series: 

 Thanks to our friends at ROMP (Responsible Owners of Mannerly Pets) for their advice with this column.  
Did you know that a major purpose of the dog park is to help you stay active as well as your dog?  Given the major problem we face in Michigan and the entire United States with lack of physical activity and obesity, we are excited at the boost our proposed dog park will give to the good health of the Greater Lansing area.  
As we are planning the park, experts have encouraged us not to make it too easy for people to sit around.  People who sit around sometime spend their time not watching their dogs.  We want you to enjoy the company of other dog owners but do it on the move.  If you keep moving so your dog stays active, all will get their own necessary level of exercise.  Added benefits are fewer incidents between unsupervised dogs and better health for all.  Our 17+ acre park will give us lots of room to spread out and run (or walk) for good health.
--------------------------------------------------------
That is all for now.  Woof!  Stay in touch through our web site at:  www.lansingunleashed.com
_________________________________________________

Our organization does most of its direct mail communication via email to save on postage costs.  Email addresses are used for information on dog parks and dog related events and are not shared with third parties.  Paid members without email access will receive mailings through the U.S. Postal Service.

To unsubscribe from Lansing Unleashed eNews, send an email to info@lansingdogparks.com with UNSUBSCRIBE in the subject line.  
